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Writing Reflection
Throughout the course of the past year, I have learned to organize essays and make them dynamic and full of excitement as well as expanding my vocabulary. Even though I came into the year as one of the only experienced essay writers of the class, I have grown so much. I have learned how to organize my sentence structure and systemize an essay to flow. In the past it was sloppy and unorganized; Thanks to Erin’s format of the standard: Topic Sentence, Concrete Detail, etc. I have learned how to arrange and manage an essay to sounding profound and professional. 

At the beginning of the year, I didn’t have a format to follow; there was no thesis, no topic sentences, and the essay was not configured correctly. For example, in my first writing activity of HTHI where we had to write an essay about a poem, this was my thesis, “The traveler had a decision on making the correct decision.” However, since I came into the year with intelligence with essay writing I did have a strong vocabulary and my essay were not as bad. I had the correct forms of sentences in there such as a thesis, topic sentences, and conclusion sentences but I wasn’t placing them correctly. Overall, the beginning of the year had highs and lows of writing, but mostly lows.
Since then, my writing has developed persistently. I now have small weaknesses and many strengths about my writing. I still do struggle with the fact of keeping my entire essay in present tense. As well as that, I need to reduce on the amount of personal pronouns I use. I have a wide range of vocabulary but I need to know when using the correct choice of word. At the same time, I have numerous strengths regarding my writing. I have expanded my vocabulary therefore I have options regarding what I want to utilize in an essay. My format has improved dramatically; I have learned how to structure beautiful essays and make them “flow”. I have the intellect on writing to make an incredible essay. My thesis statements have emphasis and power to the overall impact of the essay. For example, in my last essay where I wrote about the novel Outcasts United, my thesis stated, “In the novel Outcasts United, by Warrant St. John, life lessons result in the Fugees’ soccer experience.” Overall, my writing has high and low, but now mostly highs!
The areas I have improved the most in are writing a structured essay and making my thoughts planned out so that I can create an essay the makes sense. My vocabulary has improved throughout the year. My sentences have improved in the way that they make sense now and it’s not all gibberish. For example, when writing about the novel Outcasts United, in the background info of my essay I stated, “Outcasts United follows a group of refugees who yearn to do something they are passionate for, soccer. A lady named Luma creates this dream through a soccer program where she allows refugee boys to play on a club soccer team. The novel journeys through their experience and how they became united as a team together.” Words like years, journeys, united are all words that my wide-range vocabulary shows evidence of. 
Areas that will need to be looked out next year are the presente tense writing, making sure to not use personal pronouns, and not having awkward word choicing. Those minor flaws will need to be worked on. If I can fix those details, I believe by 10th grade, my essay writing will be in a place like no other.
