Searching for the Inside


My name is Joshua Shtein and I was born on March 11th, 1996 at 9:18 PM. To tell the truth, I was not named after family or heritage. I was named Joshua because my parents cherished the name. They found the name warm and comforting. However one key reason I got the name Joshua, was from the Jewish Bible/Torah. My parents felt he was a strong character and a leader. They also wanted Joshua because the name exemplified a primary person in the Jewish past time.

I never liked the name Joshua. However, I was perfectly fine with the name Josh. Therefore I am called that to this day. I also like the name because I was named after a remarkable leader. The name is also very trendy because the last two letters of my first name are identical to the first two letters of my last name. Although those are all great reasons, there is one principal reason that I love my name; my full name consists of all the vowels. In that sense, my name makes me consider myself very unique.

My parents had several choices other then Joshua. They originally liked the name Joel or Phillip. Then they tried the names Phillip Joel Shtein or Joel Phillip Shtein. However, there was a problem: my father’s name was Paul. Joel and Paul sounded too similar so that thought went to waste. My name was originally brought up 3 weeks before I was born, at a dinner with my family. My grandfather, who passed away when I was two years old, was the first to initially come up with the thought process of Joshua. My parents decided not to give me a middle name because no one else in my family had had one. In the end, they decided to go with the simple, but powerful name of Joshua Shtein. 

