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Through Struggling Paths
Eleanor Roosevelt once said, “We gain strength, and courage, and confidence by each experience in which we really stop to look fear in the face.” In the novella House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros, a girl struggles with her identity and the difficult path that life offers. Cisneros develops a novel full of struggling times that many of us have crossed. Throughout House on Mango Street, Esperanza begins as an insecure girl with surrounding troubles, but as the book progresses, Esperanza results as a mature and intelligent young lady. 
Throughout the beginning of the novella, Esperanza is insecure and is still maturing as a young lady. For example, when Esperanza talks about her name, she says, “I would like to baptize myself under a new name, a name more like the real me, the one nobody sees.” (Cisneros 11) This shows that she has yet to discover her true identity and is dealing with many insecurities. This also shows that Esperanza is dealing with a troubling and difficult lifestyle. In addition, when Esperanza shares an experience of a man who gets arrested, she says, “They put handcuffs on him and put him in the backseat of the cop car, and we all waved as they drove away.” (Cisneros 25) This demonstrates that Esperanza is a naïve girl and is still realizing how reality operates. This is also demonstrates that Esperanza is still immature and is still developing as a young girl. In general, Esperanza still has some insecurities with herself and must mature in time.
As the book progresses to a conclusion, Esperanza ends as a mature and intelligent young lady. For example, Esperanza reflects on her youth and her feelings when she says, “One day I’ll own my own house, but I won’t forget who I am or where I came from.” (Cisneros 87) This explains Esperanza’s growth as a young and wise girl. This also explains Esperanza is realizing how her childhood affected her, but turning her youth into a positive learning experience. In addition, Esperanza talks about how Mango Street has helped her when she states, “I write it down and Mango Street says goodbye sometimes. She does not hold me with both arms. She sets me free.” (Cisneros 110) This shows Esperanza is maturing and realizing her youth was a moral thing in her life. This also shows she is understanding how Mango Street has made her a better girl overall. As the novella reaches its conclusion, Esperanza results as a wiser and a developed young lady.

In the beginning of the novella, Esperanza is troubled and afraid of what life offers, but as the book advances, she develops into a confident and bold young women. Throughout the novel, Esperanza goes through many stages of her life. Esperanza begins as a girl with many troubles throughout her life. However, in the conclusion of the novel, Esperanza reflects on her life and results in a valiant and adolescent woman. Throughout the course of life, people learn from every experience that they venture. 
